
 

 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING WEDNESDAY 
Kansas Immunization Program 

February 20, 2019 

The Advisory Committee on 
Immunization Practices (ACIP) will 
meet on February 27-28, 2019. 
Please see the agenda here. Votes 
are expected on updated 
recommendations for Japanese 
Encephalitis vaccine for travelers 
and anthrax vaccine. Discussions 
will include acceptability of HPV for 
mid-adults and the immunogenicity 
and safety of pediatric hexavalent 
vaccine. The new format of ACIP 
includes more structured public 
comment during a designated 75 
minute time frame before any votes. 
The meeting can be viewed via live 
webcast.  Instructions can be found 
here. 

We have received a few questions 
from providers regarding what 
seems to be a longer turnaround 
time between vaccine orders being 
placed and when they are actually 
received in your office. It has always 
been stated that orders may take 
two weeks for delivery. Often times 
this turnaround time was much 
faster and we came to expect order 
delivery sooner. Of late, it appears to  
be taking the full two weeks in most 
cases and occasionally in recent 
weeks even a day or two longer 
because of weather delays.  

We have no real control over this 
matter except to assure that we 
approve and process orders as 

quickly as they are submitted to us. 
It is our goal to have the orders 
placed with the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) within 
two days of the provider submitting 
an approved order. We rarely miss 
this turnaround time, so if it is 
missed, it is likely due a higher than 
usual volume of orders being 
received.  This can cause delays in 
the ordering process. 

As everyone is aware, we have also 
had more severe winter weather, 
with more snow and ice than in 
recent years. When these storms 
come through the state, the CDC 
warehouse puts a weather hold on 
shipments because of the risk of 
deliveries not being made timely and 
vaccine loss occurring. Generally 
these types of holds are only for a 
single day, but depending on the day 
of the week, it can cause for a more 
delayed delivery. 

As always, we encourage you to 
contact us if you are experiencing an 
unexpected challenge with any 
portion of your immunization 
program. We take your concerns 
seriously and strive to provide quick 
answers and offer technical 
assistance. When the matter is 
something within our control, we 
strive to improve the system and 
when it is not in our control we seek 
to provide you with an explanation. 

VFC Consultant On-Call  

Thanks to all of you who LIKE our page, we are 
over 600 “Likes.” We appreciate all of your support 
and hard work vaccinating Kansans from vaccine 
preventable diseases! We can be found by clicking 
on the Facebook logo or link below. Please make 
sure and share our posts and like our page while 

you are there.  

https://www.facebook.com/ImmunizeKS/  
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The Consultant On-Call can be reached  
Monday—Friday, 8:00am—5:00pm at  
785-296-5592.  

https://www.immunizationmanagers.org/link.asp?e=phil.griffin@ks.gov&job=3662521&ymlink=331347960&finalurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Ecdc%2Egov%2Fvaccines%2Facip%2Fmeetings%2Fdownloads%2Fagenda%2Darchive%2Fagenda%2D2019%2D02%2D508%2Epdf
https://www.immunizationmanagers.org/link.asp?e=phil.griffin@ks.gov&job=3662521&ymlink=331347960&finalurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Ecdc%2Egov%2Fvaccines%2Facip%2Fmeetings%2Fwebcast%2Dinstructions%2Ehtml
https://www.facebook.com/ImmunizeKS/


Immunization Resources You 
May Find Useful 

Immunize Action Coalition (IAC) IAC's “Clinic 

Tools: Screening for Vaccine Contraindications 

and Precautions" web page provides resources 

from IAC and the Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention (CDC) to help you assess if it is 

safe to vaccinate your patient at that day's visit. 

 

On IAC's Clinic Tools: Screening for Vaccine 

Contraindications and Precautions web page on 

immunize.org, you will find a comprehensive 

collection of resources from IAC and CDC related to 

vaccine contraindications and precautions. This web 

page can be found by selecting the "Clinic Tools" tab 

(third from the left) in the blue banner across the top 

of every immunize.org web page and then selecting 

"Screening for Contraindications" in the drop-down 

menu. 

 

In the left-hand column of the page, you will find 

IAC's educational materials related to screening for 

contraindications and precautions. From here, you 

can access IAC's screening checklists for 

vaccination as well as links to other related 

resources available on immunize.org. The right-hand 

column of the page includes resources from CDC. 

 

Visit Clinic Tools: Screening for Vaccine 

Contraindications and Precautions on immunize.org.  

American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) invites all 

immunizers to join its Community of Immunizers 

Listserv and to subscribe to the 

AAP Immunization Initiatives Newsletter. 

 

The AAP would like to invite all immunizers to join its 

Community of Immunizers Listserv. The Community 

of Immunizers Listserv is currently comprised of 

approximately 180 immunizers, including physicians, 

physician assistants, nurse practitioners, nurses, 

medical assistants, and other office staff. It allows 

users to communicate with fellow immunizers, ask 

questions, and share ideas, resources, and 

successes! Email immunize@aap.org, and include 

IZCOMMUNITY and your role as an immunization 

advocate to request to be added to the Community 

of Immunizers Listserv. 

 

AAP also provides information and many resources 

through its AAP Immunization Initiatives Newsletter, 

including updates, events, research, and other 

resources for healthcare professionals. To 

subscribe, send an email to immunize@aap.org, with 

the word "newsletter" in the "subject" field. 

January’s Parent’s PACK newsletter from the 

Vaccine Education Center includes video about 

viral infections and why shingles and HPV can 

remain in host long-term. 

 

Parents PACK (Possessing, Accessing, and 

Communicating Knowledge about vaccines) from the 

Vaccine Education Center (VEC) at Children's 

Hospital of Philadelphia offers an electronic 

newsletter for parents.The January issue features an 

article titled The Stages of Viral Infection: How HPV 

and Shingles Play the Long Game. Accompanying 

this article is a video with Dr. Paul Offit, along with a 

transcript, in which he explains this subject further.  

Healthcare providers should check out the issue and 

encourage parents to subscribe to the free Parents 

PACK newsletter.  

https://immunize.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=69948816469e0f4801f8647ee&id=b525ead8ec&e=c1d44e019b
https://immunize.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=69948816469e0f4801f8647ee&id=b525ead8ec&e=c1d44e019b
https://immunize.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=69948816469e0f4801f8647ee&id=46207bf598&e=c1d44e019b
https://immunize.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=69948816469e0f4801f8647ee&id=46207bf598&e=c1d44e019b
mailto:immunize@aap.org
https://immunize.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=69948816469e0f4801f8647ee&id=8f42348359&e=c1d44e019b
https://immunize.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=69948816469e0f4801f8647ee&id=2618dbc0ca&e=c1d44e019b
mailto:immunize@aap.org?subject=newsletter
https://immunize.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=69948816469e0f4801f8647ee&id=66142334c2&e=c1d44e019b
https://immunize.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=69948816469e0f4801f8647ee&id=88c4913537&e=c1d44e019b
https://immunize.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=69948816469e0f4801f8647ee&id=ce5c726cfd&e=c1d44e019b
https://immunize.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=69948816469e0f4801f8647ee&id=ce5c726cfd&e=c1d44e019b
https://immunize.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=69948816469e0f4801f8647ee&id=3f8667897c&e=c1d44e019b
https://immunize.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=69948816469e0f4801f8647ee&id=6416c74c60&e=c1d44e019b
https://immunize.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=69948816469e0f4801f8647ee&id=6416c74c60&e=c1d44e019b


Influenza 

Surveillance 

February 19, 2019 
 

The Influenza-Like Illness 
Surveillance Network (ILINet) 
sites continue to monitor 
patients for influenza-like illness 
(ILI) – symptoms include a 
fever (> 100

○
F) and the 

presence of a cough and/or 
sore throat. During the week 
ending February 9, ILINet sites 
reported 4.1% of visits were 
due to ILI. Syndromic 
surveillance indicated 4.7% of 
visits to emergency 
departments in Kansas were 
due to ILI. All data is subject to 
change. The Kansas Health 
and Environmental Laboratories  
has detected A/H1 in 25 
specimens, A/H3 in 18 
specimens, and influenza A 
(not subtyped) in three 
specimens. Sixteen influenza 
outbreaks have been reported 
to the Kansas Department of 
Health and Environment this 
season. As a reminder, 
outbreaks of any disease are 
reportable and should be 
reported to the epidemiology 
hotline at (877) 427-7317. Stay 
updated on influenza activity at 
http://www.kdheks.gov/flu/
surveillance.htm.  

Alexander Pope famously said, “to err is human.”  Of course, everyone 
makes mistakes, but often in a health care setting, errors affect others.  
Health care settings can be busy and chaotic. You have to take the time 
to check, double check, and even triple check to make sure you are 
doing the right thing, the right way.  This is especially true with vaccines.  
There are so many choices.  There is public and private vaccine.  Has 
the patient’s Vaccines For Children (VFC) eligibility been checked and 
are you choosing the correct vaccine funding source?  Then there are so 
many different vaccine types and brands; DTaP vs. Tdap, adult 
formulations vs. pediatric, combination vaccines vs. single antigens, etc.  
The list goes on and on.  
  
Deborah Wexler, MD, Executive Director of the Immunization Action 
Coalition, writes a monthly column, “Technically Speaking.”  This month, 
Dr. Wexler discusses avoiding vaccine errors.  In her article, Want to 
Avoid Vaccine Errors? These Print Materials and Slide Sets Will Help 
You!, Dr. Wexler offers several tools, from print material to presentations, 
to help avoid vaccine errors.  If you are thinking of putting together a 
presentation for your next staff meeting, look at incorporating the 
PowerPoint slides included in her article. 
 

The Institute for Safe Medication Practices National Vaccine Errors 
Reporting Program (ISMP VERP) analyzed 575 reported vaccine related 
administration errors submitted between January 2017 and December 
2017.  The number one reported vaccine administration error was the 
wrong vaccine, followed by the wrong dose.  You can read more in their 
article ISMP National Vaccine Errors Reporting Program 2017 Analysis 
(Part 1): Vaccine Errors Continue with Little Change.    
 

To err may be human but taking a little extra time and double checking, 
even on busy days, will decrease vaccine administration errors and avoid 
that embarrassing phone call to inform patients of an error that could 
have been prevented.  

Please watch for many announcements related to the   

2019  Kansas Immunization Conference in the coming    

issues of What’s Happening Wednesday. Make plans now 

to be in Salina June 11—13, 2019 for another informative 

annual conference. 

http://www.kdheks.gov/flu/surveillance.htm
http://www.kdheks.gov/flu/surveillance.htm
http://www.immunize.org/technically-speaking/20190123.asp
http://www.immunize.org/technically-speaking/20190123.asp
http://www.immunize.org/technically-speaking/20190123.asp
https://www.ismp.org/resources/ismp-national-vaccine-errors-reporting-program-2017-analysis-part-i-vaccine-errors
https://www.ismp.org/resources/ismp-national-vaccine-errors-reporting-program-2017-analysis-part-i-vaccine-errors


Vax Facts 
February 2019 

Kansas Immunization Program—
Knowledge Injection Series 

(KIP-KIS)  

 

Vaccine Hesitancy - How to Talk to 
Parents so They Will Listen, and Listen so 

Parents Will Talk 

 

 

Thursday,  

February 21, 2019 

12:00 PM - 1:00 PM 

 

 

Presented by Barbara Pahud, MD, MPH 
 

Dr. Barbara Pahud is a pediatric infectious disease 
specialist in Leawood, Kansas and is affiliated with 
Children's Mercy Kansas City. She received her 
medical degree from Universidad La Salle School of 
Medicine. 
 

Dr. Pahud is familiar to many of our providers as a 
very powerful and engaging speaker with a great 
passion for vaccination of the children of Kansas and 
beyond. She has published many peer reviewed 
articles and completed significant research 
associated with vaccines and methods to improve 
vaccination rates. She is a frequently sought after 
lecturer on many vaccine topics, including how to talk 
with vaccine hesitant parents and how to listen so 
they will talk. 
 

 

Link for webinar –  

Please click this URL to join.  
https://kumc.zoom.us/j/697636865 
 
Or join by phone:   
Dial: 1 669 900 6833  or 1 929 436 2866  
Webinar ID: 697 636 865 
 

You will see and hear the speaker logging on with 
the link.  Please check your video and audio prior to 
the presentation date. 

The only communication is through the chat 
box.  Questions may be entered anytime and the 
speaker will address the question at the end of the 
presentation. 

It is very important when logging onto the 
webinar you use your full name in order for you to 
receive credit and for us to identify you with the email 
you provided on the registration form. 

Recording your attendance: 

Following the webinar approximately 5 days after the 
webinar, attendees will receive an email containing a 
link with instructions to complete the evaluation. 
Upon completion of the evaluation, your certificate 
will be available for download in your eeds account, 
based on documentation of your actual attendance 
time and meeting minimum attendance requirements 
specific to the activity. All credits will be recorded on 
your transcript and available anytime in your eeds 
account. 

Vaccine Redistribution 

Please email any additions or changes to be made on the Vaccine Redistribution lists with subject matter 

“Redistribution” to kdhe.vaccine@ks.gov or call toll free at 1-877-296-0464  Vaccine Redistribution 

information and lists. 

 

https://kumc.zoom.us/j/697636865
mailto:kdhe.vaccines@ks.gov
http://www.kdheks.gov/immunize/vaccine_redistribution.htm
http://www.kdheks.gov/immunize/vaccine_redistribution.htm

